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The term "bias or prejudice," when used in reference to a judge before whom a case is pending, implies a hostile feeling or 
spirit of ill will on the one hand or undue friendship or favoritism on the other toward one of the litigants or his or her attorney, 
with a formation of a fixed anticipatory judgment on the part of a judge, as distinguished from an open state of mind which 


will be governed by the law and the facts.! 


"Prejudice" involves a prejudgment or forming of an opinion without sufficient knowledge or examination. "Bias" is a leaning 
of the mind or an inclination toward one person or another. In construing the words "bias or prejudice," it has been said that 
such conditions must exist which reflect prejudgment of the case by the judge or a leaning of his or her mind in favor of one 


party to the extent that his or her decision in the matter is based on grounds other than the evidence placed before him or her.” 
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Footnotes 
1 State v. Hill, 174 Ariz. 313, 848 P.2d 1375 (1993); People v. Andricopulos, 162 Ill. App. 3d 899, 114 IIL. 
Dec. 147, 516 N.E.2d 302 (1st Dist. 1987); State v. Jackson, 149 Ohio St. 3d 55, 2016-Ohio-5488, 73 N.E.3d 
414 (2016), cert. denied, 137 S. Ct. 1586, 197 L. Ed. 2d 714 (2017) (definition of "judicial bias"). 
2 TZ Land & Cattle Co. v. Condict, 795 P.2d 1204 (Wyo. 1990). 
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